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LOCATION 

 

Chamwino is a cultural village which is located in Central in Dodoma Region. It is near the Dar es 

Salaam road. So when a person is travelling from Dar es Salaam will be dropped at 

ChamwinoIkulu Road. It is a village which is 37km away from Dodoma city centre. It is known as 

ChamwinoIkulu, the word Ikulu in Kigogo means something big. It is called ChamwinoIkulu 

because the Minor State house is in Chamwino. The State House in Kiswahili is Ikulu which is a 

Kigogo Vocabulary. It is a village which is still practicing cultural activities up to now. Many 

people are still living a cultural life here in Chamwino.Chamwino Secondary School is the 

Government School in ChamwinoIkulu in Chamwino District. The school has 500 students who 

are studying ordinary Level studies. It has 30 teachers now who are teaching different subjects. 

Most teachers teach social science studies while only 3 teachers teach Actual science subjects. 

It is the School which is having a better library with Digital Reading Program compared to all 

schools in Dodoma.  
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GENERAL OBJECTIVE 

The general objective of the libraryis to produce the intellectuals who will be potential leaders 

of the country. They will be able to compete in the International market of employment. The 

intellectuals from Chamwino Secondary School will be able to raise the living standards of their 

families and community at large. This will be possible to be achieved through building the 

culture of reading and writing from today. Chamwino Library will be the best among many 

libraries in Dodoma Region. 

 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 

The specific objective of the library is to enable individual student to build the culture of 

reading and writing. Through that culture each student will be able to reach her or his goals in 

life. Each student to access the library with confidence and choose what to do in the library 

either to read physical or e-books without missing anything. 

 

LIBRARY MISSION 

The library mission is to enhance the ability of acquiring knowledge for the students and 

teachers of Chamwino Secondary School as well as the Chamwino Community at large. 

 

LIBRARY VISION 

The Library Vision is to be a center of creative learning and sharpening intelligence of both 

members of the School and the community at large. 

 

 

1: INTRODUCTION 

The Worldreader Project was launched in July 2014 in Chamwino Secondary School in the 

School library. The main objective of the Project was to help building the reading culture of the 

Chamwino Secondary students and the Community Members of Chamwino Cultural Village. The 

specific objective being after one year 45% of students should be able to read by themselves all 

books written in English Language and Kiswahili Language which is a local language in Tanzania. 
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Therefore it was seen important by the initiator and sponsor of the Project Cindy Strong to 

begin the Project in Chamwino. The Project was seen as a strange technology in Chamwino at 

the beginning since many people thought that the e-readers were iPads out of which they can 

use them to chat on face book and whatsapp. Therefore many people were very much 

interested to use them. After I made it clear that the e-readers were not iPads, rather they 

contained digital books known as e-books or electronic books out of which people can read just 

like reading physical books, many people like students, teaching and non-teaching staffs, 

community members, local leaders and National leaders were very impressed by the Project. It 

is now recognized by the Government as one of the best reading ways which can influence a 

person to read for a long time without being tired. 

To make that widely known I was invited to present about the Digital Reading during the 

National Week of Education which was held in Dodoma City. My day of presenting was 14th 

May 2015. The Tanzanian President JakayaKikwete was the Guest of Honor at the event. People 

were amazed and many were very interested. Practically Chamwino was seen as the place 

which will be very far in reading culture. Many Educational Officers were very interested and 

they wished to invite me to go to their places to train people on how to use e-readers. We 

raised the name of Chamwino District beyond the line of many other schools. Many said that 

Chamwino is now going to be the best cultural place influenced by reading culture by using 

digital reading. 

 

 

2. READING CULTURE 

Before the arrival of the e-readers students were not reading books in the library. Most of them 

would go to the library to borrow books which they would read within a short time and return. 

However students feared the library as if they would not be able to use it for reading inside. No 

chairs and tables were inside the library. There was only a teacher’s table to do the borrowing 

process. Teachers did not encourage students to read in the library. As a result students built 

the behavior of fearing the library.  

After the arrival of 25 e-readers I had to use a psychological approach to make sure that 

students could develop a habit of reading in the library both physical and e-books. When it 

reached February 2015 the number of students increased to 230 students who were reading in 

the library per week out of 500 students. Different from August to December where we had 

167 students out of 440 who were reading in the library. From February to May 2015 the 
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number has raised from 250 students to 300 students out of 500 who would read in the library 

per week. 

THIS IS A TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF LIBRARY ATTENDERS 

DURATION NUMBER OF 

STUDENTS 

TOTAL NO. OF 

STUDENTS 

PERCENTAGE  

August – December 2014 167 440 37.5% 

 

Dec 2014 – Febr 2015 

 

230 

 

 

500 

 

 

46% 

 

 

February – May 2015 

 

250 

 

 

 

 

500 

 

50% 

 

 

The table shows how a reading culture is developing positively. I can now see the students 

arriving to the library with confidence of reading. They enter to library without any fear and 

immediately they ask to read books or e-readers. It was not easy at the beginning but I had to 

encourage teachers to make sure that students can develop a reading culture.  
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STUDENTS READING THROUGH E-READERS 
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3. DIFFERENT BETWEEN E-READERS AND PHYSICAL BOOKS 

The arrival of e-readers in Chamwino has raised the reading culture to the students and 

teachers. Both students and teachers can read a story for three hours through e-readers but 

they can use only an hour to read the same story through physical books. That means that a 

person is able to finish many stories when reading in the e-reader but the same person can 

read few stories when reading through physical books.  

For example Suzana Amos is a form four students at Chamwino secondary School. She did not 

like reading stories since she started her Secondary education. She started reading e-readers 

when the 25 e-readers were brought. She said she liked reading e-readers because following 

the stories in the e-readers makes her very active. But when she reads a physical book she 

sleeps before fining the first page. This is my conversation with her: 

Maurice: Suzana, welcome to this interview. But it is between you and me. It is not going to              

be told to the teachers neither to the headmaster. 

Suzana: Thank you sir for welcoming me to this interview. I am happy that it is only between 

you and me. 

Maurice: Can you please tell me why you prefer reading e-readers than physical books Suzana? 

Suzana: Physical books are very boring sometimes. I feel tired when opening the pages. I can 

even have flue because of dust which may be in the book. So when I read few lines in the 

physical books I feel sleepy. But when I read the e-readers, they stimulate by brain. Therefore I 

read many stories without being tired. 

Maurice: Congrats Suzana. But can you tell me how have you improved your performance in 

your studies since you started reading e-readers? 

Suzana: I have improved my literature and grammar. I did not know how to spell different 

English word properly. But I can now spell many English words properly. 

Maurice: Well done Suzana. Can you tell me what you like most to read in the e-readers? 

Suzana: Yes Mr Maurice. I prefer reading stories 

Maurice: Would you mind if you tell me which language you prefer reading the stories?  

Suzana: I read stories written in Kiswahili and English as well. I like Novels of both languages.  

Maurice: What is your expectation after your Secondary schools examinations? Would you like 

to go to the college? 
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Suzana: I would like to go to the college. 

Maurice: Than you Suzana. I lovedlistening your interview. I can see you are improving your 

English language. I wish you well in your final examinations. Please keep on reading. 

Suzana: Thank you sir.  

This is an interview which I conducted with Suzana. Her grammar is not so much perfect but she 

can speak many English words than before. I have corrected the grammar when I was writing. 

But to me this is very consoling. Suzana represents a number of students who did not like 

reading. But they were motivated by the e-readers to develop the reading and writing culture.  

MAURICE INTERVIEWING SUZANA 

 

 

After the interesting interview with Suzana I decided to call another student who is preparing 

for her final examinations. That was Grace Mokiwa. We had the following interview with Grace 

Mokiwa. 

Maurice: Hello Grace it is nice to meet you today here in our library. May you allow me to 

interview you shortly about the e-reader uses? 
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Grace: Thank you sir. I think I have no problem with interview, but may you please use a short 

time? I do not like speaking many words. 

Maurice: No problem Grace. Thank you for your time. Do you love the e-readers? 

Grace: Of course I love e-readers than physical books. 

Maurice: Why do you like e-readers than physical books Grace?  

Grace: Well, because when I read a physical book I become tired within a short time. But e-

readers make me keep reading just like browsing the computer. 

Maurice: That is interesting Grace. What did you read in one of the books in the e-reader which 

helped you to improve your knowledge? 

Grace: I read a Biology book four. The topics which are Respiration and Digestion. They have 

extra explanation than physical books. I clearly understand the topics now and I can answer any 

question.  

Maurice. That is wonderful Grace. I am very happy to know that. But may I know which subjects 

do you like reading most in the e-readers? 

Grace: I like reading science subjects. 

Maurice: Why science subjects? 

Grace: I see all the topics are well explained in e-readers than in physical books. 

Maurice. That is interesting. What do you want to do after your secondary Education? 

Grace: I want to employ myself by opening the internet café so that I can help people learn 

through internet and at the same time earn my income. 

Maurice: Wow! You have a nice plan. Thank you very much Grace for offering me your time. I 

hope I did not bore you. 

Grace: Thank you sir for choosing me for this intensive interview. 

Maurice: Well come and I wish you well in your National examinations. 
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Grace Mokiwa with Maurice during the interview. 

 

 

 

Another interview which was the last one was with DamarisMatonya. Here is the interview with 

DamarisMatonya who is a form three student here in Chamwino Secondary School. 

Maurice: Hi Damaris I was looking for you since morning. I am happy you are here at last. 

Damaris: What is the issue sir? 

Maurice: I know you like reading through e-readers in the library. I want to know why do you 

like reading through e-readers? I will use only five minutes to interview you shortly. 

Damaris: Thank you sir. I like the way e-readers are explained. I like reading both curriculum 

and extra curriculum books especially stories. 

Maurice: Nice to know that. May I know which books do you like to read which are in the 

Tanzanian Curriculum?  
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Damaris: I like reading Biology, Chemistry, Physics and sometimes mathematics. 

Maurice: Why do you like those specific books? 

Damaris: They help me to cover the curriculum. They are also well explained than most physical 

books. 

Maurice: So Damaris would you like to have many of those books if the donors will add more e-

readers?  

Damaris: Yes. But it will be good if we will have Geography and History books as well. 

Maurice: Good Damaris I will work on that. Do you like reading stories written in the e-readers? 

Damaris: Yes sir. I like reading English and Kiswahili stories? 

Maurice: Why English and Kiswahili stories? 

Damaris: Because they help me to build my vocabulary. Both Kiswahili and English languages. 

Maurice: Wonderful. May I know which stories do you like to read? 

Damaris: I like reading the book “The girl with the magic hands” which is English novel and 

“Uhalifuhaulipi” which is the Kiswahili novel. 

Maurice: You do a lot of reading. Please go on reading to develop your reading and writing 

culture. But may I know if you like the service provided in the library? 

Damaris: I like the way you handle students. You are a role model to other teachers and 

students as well. All students like coming to the library because you have established friendship 

between teachers and students. I know that the teachers treat us well because you always tell 

them to be friendly to students. You deserve to be their senior leader. If you become a senior 

leader you will help many poor students to get a quality education. Teachers will be obeying 

you all the time. You have authority directions. 

Maurice:OoohDamaris you have raised me higher but thank you (while both of us laughing). I 

always make sure teachers supervise you friendly because I love my students. The last question 

is that, who do you want to become after your studies? 

Damaris: I want to study medicines and become a medical Doctor.  

Maurice: That is great. May God help you to become a medical Doctor.Thank you Damaris for 

your time. I wish you a good day. 
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Maurice with Damaris during the interview. 

 

 

 

These were the three interviews which I conducted. I realized that students prefer reading 

through e-readers than through physical books. Therefore we still need the e-readers to make 

the reading easy. I am sure the e-reading is going to change the generations by reading much 

than they used to read before. I can see big changes here in Chamwino Secondary school. 
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THE TABLE BELLOW SHOWS THE READING IN E-READERS AND BOOKS PER WEEK 

MONTHS TOTAL STUDENTS NO. OF E-

READER USERS 

NO.OF PHYSICAL 

BOOKS USERS 

March 2015  270 220 50 

April 2015  240 200 40 

May 2015 260 205 55 

TOTAL- MARCH - 

MAY 

750 625 125 

DIVISION FROM 

MARCH TO MAY 

270+240+260/3= 250 220+200+205/3= 

208.3 

50+40+55/3=41.7 

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS 208.3 + 41.7 = 250 
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4. PERFORMANCE IN EXAMINATIONS 

Different students have improved their performance in examinations. I have just picked few 

students who were getting bellow 40% average in eternal examinations. But generally the many 

students are able to get the average above 40 now. I will use the data of results of mid-term 

tests and terminal examinations.  

 

 

S/NO Names and class Mid-term tests Terminal Exams Difference 

1 Suzana Amos – Form 4 31% 40% 9% 

2 AyubuMaduhu – Form 4 34% 41% 7% 

3 MseyiChidaka – Form 3 29% 42% 13% 

4 Elizabeth Simba – Form 3 35% 42% 7% 

5 Upendo Mayo – Form 2 36% 41% 5% 

6 Jackson Kamboyi – Form 2 37% 51% 14% 

7 GodloveElisante – Form 2 33% 43% 10% 

8 Amos Msenzi – Form 1 35% 43% 8% 

9 AminaChilobi – Form 1 38% 44% 6% 

10 Naomi Ulanga – Form 1 35% 45% 10% 

 

I have just selected the samples from each class regarding sex and level of capacity. This 

improvement is because of the reading culture which is developed by students here in school. It 

indicates that the performance will go higher as teachers will keep on encouraging students to 

develop the reading and writing culture. It should be clear that most Tanzanians have no habit 

of reading many things. But with this new technology in Tanzania I can see with my naked eyes 

that students are now developing a reading and writing culture. This is going to change the 

Tanzanians. They will improve their skills. In Chamwino it is my high hope that we are going to 
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produce the products of intellectuals with different skills who will be able to help the poor 

families in Dodoma and Tanzania at large.  

 

5: TEACHER’S ROLE IN USING E-READERS: 

At the beginning some teachers were not using e-readers to teach in the classrooms. But today 

I can see the teachers teaching by using e-readers. I wanted to know the reason and one of the 

teachers told me that he has realized some topics are much explained in the e-readers than in 

the physical books. The e-readers have many examples which are easy to be used when 

teaching than physical books. The same teach found students in the library when they were 

reading through e-readers. He encouraged them to read the topics well so that they can have a 

wider knowledge. The following image is the teacher encouraging students to use their time for 

reading through e-readers than just wasting their time playing and making noise outside. 
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6: LOCAL LEADERS WITH E-READERS 

I decided to invite the village chief with all the local leaders and the members of school board 

so that I can insist them to help me tell the community members to visit our library and read 

the books which are in the e-readers. A village chief came with few local leaders. They sincerely 

appreciate the Project. They promised to tell all the villagers to come and read in the library. 

They promised to invite even the neighboring schools to come and read during their free time 

in Chamwino Secondary school. After few days some villagers came to read in the library. But 

they wanted to borrow the e-readers to go home with them but I told them to visit the library 

because we have few e-readers but the demand of using them is very high. 

 

The village chief (left) with other leaders and the headmaster when visited our project. 
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7. THE NUMBER OF E-READERS 

At the beginning we started with 25 e-readers which were not enough at all. I requested 75 

more e-readers. It was a good lucky that we got 50 e-readers which were donated our friends 

Err and Sarah from U.S.A through Kristina. The 75 e-readers brought big impacts to our 

students. Now the students are using e-readers not with much competition as before. Of course 

we still need to have 25 more e-readers so that the number may reach 100 and the ratio of 

reading to be 1:5 which means 1 e-reader to be used by 5 students. However I can see a great 

demand of e-learning as students are much motivated by reading digital books. Now any 

teacher can take the whole stream to the library and teach them. The e-readers will be enough 

for the whole stream. Also students understand better when they are taught through e-

readers. It is easy for the participatory method because all students can read a certain topic and 

make a discussion on it. 

This is a charging station with the new e-readers when they arrived 
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Students reading a certain topic while I supervise the discussion on a comprehension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8: THE COMPUTERS IN OUR LIBRARY 

I would like one again to than Cindy and Brian together with Chamwino Connect for donating 

the two computers. It is for sure that 99% of students do not know even to touch a computer. 

After getting the computers I decided to train four students from each class. I have now trained 

24 students on Basic computer knowledge. Some of them are now able to write up to three 

paragraphs using the computers. I am now proud that I have some students who are now 

helping me to train others on how to use a computer. The number of students which I can train 

per day is two because we have two computers. Both students and teachers are very grateful 
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for the computers which we are now having. They are the best computers and executive one 

compared to the school computer which is bellow standard. The challenge which I am having 

now is that all students want to learn computer but the number of the computers is two. Which 

means with the two computers I will use the whole year to train the whole school every day 

without repetition. It would be better if we would have at least 6 computers. With six 

computers we will be able to have chance to teach a computer course. I am very good in 

computer and I can train some teachers to help me teach the computer study in school.   

 

 

The two students are typing in computers. 
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This is a table of dew students who I trained and evaluated their capacity 

 

NAMES LEVELS CLASSES ABILITIES COMMENTS 

Grace Makiwa Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write three paragraphs 
using a computer 

DamarisMatonya Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write three paragraphs 
using a computer 

ShedrackSumila Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write three paragraphs 
using a computer 

AyubuMaduhu Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write one paragraph using 
a computer 

Suzana Amos Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write two paragraphs 
using a computer 

Elizabeth Simba Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write one paragraph using 
a computer 

Michael Daniel  Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write three paragraphs 
using a computer 

DeogratiusMkwawa Level 
one 

Form 4 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write three paragraphs 
using a computer 

Upendo Mayo Level 
one 

Form 2 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write two paragraphs 
using a computer 

Grace Ngaina Level 
one 

Form 2 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write one paragraph using 
a computer 

Daniel Makobe Level 
one 

Form 2 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write three paragraphs 
using a computer 

Jackson Kamboyi Level 
one 

Form 2 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write two paragraphs 
using a computer 

Gloria Chibutu Level 
one 

Form 2 Basic 
knowledge 

Was able to write two paragraphs 
using a computer 
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9. NATIONAL WEEK OF EDUCATION. 

The National week of Education was held in Dodoma town from 11th to 15th May 2015. In that 

week people were showing how they have become creative in making students learn easy. For 

me I went with e-readers. I took only four students with me to help me during the event. Our e-

readers were so attractive to many visitor and national leaders. Many people were impressed 

by the e-learning which is in Chamwino only in Dodoma. All who visited my place did not know 

the e-readers. I have to use a long time explaining to them. Our students were also able to 

explain to the people. It was a surprise to them how hour students were able to use e-readers. 

This made the Chamwino District to be referred as having shown the unique teaching and 

learning tools. The Minister of Education appreciated our digital reading and he promised to 

establish it in government schools. He promised that the government will buy the e-readers. 

 

 

 

 

BELLOW IS THE PHOTO WHICH WAS TAKEN DURING THE NATIONAL WEEK OF EDUCATION IN 

DODOMA – TANZANIA. 
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10. OUTREACH PROGRAM 

Due to a great demand of the e-readers I have started reaching out to the neighboring schools 

to train teachers and students on the use of e-readers and introduce them to the e-learning. I 

have reached Buigiri Secondary School and Chamwino Primary School. Both schools were very 

excited by the program. For them it is easy to do e-learning because the e-readers are 

motivating students to develop a reading and writing culture. That means that the e-readers 

are most needed than even the physical books in most Schools. Both teachers and students are 

very excited when they are using the e-readers.  

11. OUR REQUEST 

On behalf of the teaching and non-teaching staff of Chamwino secondary I would like to 

request the additional of four computers. The four computers will enable us to train a big 

number of students because the school will be having six computers. The students will be 

introduced to the learning and getting materials in the internet and sharpen their knowledge.  

Again I would like to request the 50 e-readers of which the 25 e-readers will be used in 

Chamwino Primary School and the rest 25 will be used by Buigiri Secondary School. This will be 

a very big support to our education and the reading and writing culture will go very fast. I am 

therefore requesting any donor of two donors to support us to get the 50 e-readers. I am 

humbling request that because I am sure by having enough e-readers we will be able to help 

the children for the poor families get a better education so that they may help the families and 

communities at large. I promise to supervise all the schools on using e-readers because I will 

supervise the teachers and the teachers will supervise the students. I will also train the teachers 

and students for free and introduce them to the digital reading. 

 

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND KEEP YOU HEALTHY 

SO THAT OUR GOOD FRIENDSHIP MAY PRODUCE 

BETTER FRUITS AND CHANGE THE LIFE 

VULNERABLE FAMILIES WHICH ARE LIVING 

BELLOW LIFE STANDARD. 


